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A  radio  talk  “by  W*  A*  Lloyd,  in  cliarge.-of  t/esterr 
Cooperative  Extension  Work,  delivered  over  \ffiC  and  47  o 
associated  v/ith  th'e  Rational  Broadcastiiig  Conpany,  Satui 
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One  of  the  fine  things  about  our  hoys’  and  girls'  4-K  cluhs  is  the 
sense  of  neighhorl iness  they  produce.  Rot  only  is  this  true  in  the  coimunity 
hut  even  in  a  larger, nay  it  is  true  in  the  county  and  the  state  and  the  nation 
As  hoys  and  girls  gron  up  into  aen  and  noaen  this  wide  anquaintanceshixo 
gained  in  cluh  work  will  nean  much  in  understanding,  team  v/ork,  cooperation 
and  friendship  between  different  parts  of  our  own  country,  and  it  will  help 
develop  that  fine  tolerance  which  maltes  for  good-feeling  in  the  great  family 
of  nations. 


Today  I  want  to  introduce  the  neivest  meaher  of  the  4-H  Cluh  family. 

Let  ae  present  Hiss  Alaska  to  S00,000  hoys  and  girls.  There,  Alaslca,  that 
greeting  v;as  genuine  for  a  saile  of  good  fellowship  and  neighhorl  iness  went 
out  to  you  from  hundreds  of  cluh  hoys  and  girls  in  every  state  and  from  far 
off  Hawaii.  Miss  Alaska,  as  a  cluh  neighbor  is  less  than  a  year  old.  The 
extension  law  was  just  made  applicable  to  our  great  northern  territory  on  the 
first  of  last  July.  Uncle  San  granted  $10,000  for  the  first  year  which  is 
the  sane  as  each  state  received  in  19l4  for  extension  work.  This  is  barely 
enough  to  ermoloy  two  xjeople  to  work  in  a  territory  as  big  as  all,, of  the  states 
east  of  the  Mississipjpi  River.  Perhaps  when  you  thinlc  of  Alaslca  you  think 
of  ice,  polar  hears  and  glaciers  rather  than  flowers,  gardens  and  fields  of 
grain,  hut  we  must  remember  that  even  if  Alaska  does  have  a  long,  cold  winter, 
what  the  sui'xier  lacks  in  iramher  of  days  it  makes  up  .in  length  of  days,  and 
once  Alasloa  crops  get  started  they  literally  do  hump  themselves.  One  day 
last  summer  when  north  of  the  Aictic  Circle  on  the  great  Yuloon  River  we  had 
4S  hours  of  continuous  s’onshine.  The  farm  country  in  Alaska  is  far  uj)  there 
near  the  Arctic  Circle  in  the  reaJ  land  of  the  i":idnight  sun  and  not  dora  in 
the  southeastern  Alasloa  as  you  might  exipect. 


The  two  extension  workers  are  Mrs.  Lydia  Eolm-Hansen,  whose  name  was 
formerly  Miss  Jacobsen  when  she  was  a  college  girl  at  Ames,  lov/a,  and  the 
other  is  Ross  Sheely  v/ho  was  a  "Colorado  Aggie"  and  a  county  agent  in  V/yoming. 
President  Bunnell  is  acting  as  Director  of  Extension.  Although  cluh  work 
has  been  going  less  than  a  year  there  are  l4  cluhs  in  the  territory  with  a 
membership  of  lOS  girls  and  I9  hoys;  which  proves  that  Alaska  is  a  full 
sister  of  the  states  for  the  girls  far  outnumber  the  hoys  in  cluh  work  through 
out  the  country.  The  first  cluh  was  organized  on  the  first  of  July,  I93O, 
just  a  few  ho'ors  after  the  Extension  Service  was  officially  set  up.  It  is 
the  farthest  north  hoys'  and  girls'  cluh  in  the  world  and  they  call  it  the 
Alaska  Golden  Heart  Club.  Mrs.  Peter  Grandison  is  leader.  By  the  way,  Mrs. 
Grandison  stopped  to  see  us  just  a  few  days  ago  on  her  way  home  from  Florida 
where  she  has  been  spending  the  winter.  She  is  just  as  enthusiastic  as  cluh 
leaders  usually  are  and  proud  of  the  work  of  her  hoys.  She  was  stopping  at 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  to  get  the  first  cluh  charter 
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issued  to  an  Alaska  cluk.  Just  ]uOi  sliov/  you  that  Alaslca  hoys  are  like  other 
hoys  in  cluh  v/ork,  here  is  a  qhbtation  from  the  report  of  Larry  Gasser,  a 
l2-year-old 'Pairhahlcs  ciuh  hoy;  saj-'s, -  ; '‘h/  ■ ' 

•  ’’The  sea-son  of  1950  has  been  very  had  for '  gardening  because  of  the 

late  spring  flood  which  made  the  soil  soggy  and  difficult  to  till.  For  that 
reason  I  was  uaahle  to  get  my  garden  planted  early  v/hich  would  have  made  my 
various  vegetables  much  larger  by  harvesting.  liy  garden  plot  is  27  by  11 
feet  and  v/as  seeded  the  2Sth  of  May.  Ihe  first  vegeta,ble  taken  from  my 
garden  was  Swiss  chard  on  the  Sth  of  July.  The  rest  of  my  vege tabbies  were 
harvested  August  27,  the  day  before  the  Fairbanks  Fanr  v/here  I  took  first  ^ 
prize  on  Sv/iss  chard  and  biggest  variety  of  vegetables,  and  second  prizes  on 
peas  and  potatoes  which  altogether  brought  me  $3*50  and  v/ith  the  $5»00  ™3rth 
of  vegetables  v/e  used  at  home,  I  had  $8.50.  I  paid  out  $2.00  for  seed,  $1.00 
for  fertilizer,  and  $1.50  for  labor  so  I  had  $3.00  left  from  my  gardening.” 

There,  after  hearing  that  report  I  am  sure  you  will  quit  thinlcing 
icebergs  and  think  garden  vegetables  hereafter  when  you  think  of  Alaslca. 

Tv/o  of  the  Alaslca  4-H  Clubs  which  v/e,  organized  last  summer  v/ere  made 
up  of  Indian,  Aleut,  and  Eskimo  boys  and' girls.  It  was,  most  interesting  to 
observe  the  grave  dignity  of  the  club  presidents,  the  patriotic  salute  to 
the  flag,  and  the  enthusiastic  singing  of  the  club  songs.  These  native 
American  boys  and  girls  take  to  club  work  just  o,s  readily  as  v/e  "foreigners." 

The  hocadquarters  of  the  Alaska  club  v/orlc  is  at  the  Alo,slca  Agricultura.l 
College  and  School  of  Mines  near  FoArbanks,.  iVla’ska.  Their  club  .organization 
is  thoroughly  up-  to  date  and  began  issuing  a  Territorial  Club  ITev/s  la.st^ 
December.  The  cover  design  shov/s  an  outline  map  of  Alaska  v/ith  4-100^  clovers 
for  the  map  of  Alaska."  Let  us  all  help  them  get  them  by  a  rousing  4-H 
greeting.  Alaska,  we  v/ el  come  you. 


